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†Let us pray: “Eternal and loving Father, deliver into our hearts and minds and hands this day the spirit of
understanding, so that we might walk in harmony with your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God for ever and ever.  Amen. (Fr. Guerric DeBona, OSB)

Today is an unusual day in the liturgical life of the Church.  Many parishes in the Episcopal Church will be
celebrating Transfiguration Sunday.  The actual Feast of the Transfiguration is August 6 and is often transferred
to the nearest Sunday.   Here, we celebrated Transfiguration on the last Sunday before the Season of Lent.  The
Gospel for that day is the Gospel about Jesus on a mount transfigured before the disciples’ eyes and seen with
Moses and Elijah.  We believe that Jesus is the fulfillment of both the Law, Moses, and the Prophets, Elijah.

Today, we opted to celebrate the Ninth Sunday after Pentecost.  Both today’s first reading and the Gospel tell us,
“Do not be afraid.”

God told Abram not to be afraid while revealing that Abram would become the father of all nations.  In today’s
Gospel, we hear Jesus echo that same sentence in ‘a new key’ if you will, “Do not be afraid.”

We now live in a world where being afraid is commonplace.  We live in a world where a sovereign nation such
as Ukraine is invaded and is a reminder of what took place prior to World War I and World War II.

We live in a world where gun violence and mass shootings have become all too commonplace, acts of violence
against innocent children and adults.  We live in world where raging wild fires devoir forests and homes and
raging waters engulf towns in Kentucky and Illinois with significant loss of life.

We live in a world where the world-wide Anglican Communion at the Lambeth Conference remained divided.
Far too many of our Tradition’s bishops from various parts of the world would deny LGBTQ+ rights while we as
the Episcopal Church of the United Stated and others continue to strongly affirm the rights and dignity of all
God’s people.

Here we are in this Sanctuary being reminded to ‘not be afraid.’  Somehow the benevolent love of God that we
can know and experience in and through Jesus continues to give us hope.  That hope contains trust that in Jesus
we are the beloved of God and that no matter what happens in life, God is with us!

How is God ‘with us?’  We believe that God is with us in the Holy Scriptures, in the Church as Christ’s mission
on earth and in the presence of Christ in the Eucharist and in this community of faith of St. Mark’s.

Even after many years of being a priest in the Church, I sometimes have doubts about the whereabouts of God
active and alive in life.  In the face of so much complexity of life, doubt is a natural human emotion. Fear is a
natural human response to the swirl of ‘this and that’ all around us.

There are simply times when I and perhaps some of you cry out to God, “O God, where are you in the face of
false narratives, deceit, hatred and violence against others?  Where are you when sisters and brothers more
appropriately now called, siblings, continue to feel that the Gospel of love somehow isn’t applied to them?”
Where is God in the midst of life?
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God is in the very midst of it all.  Perhaps, a question for each of us might be, “How do we have faith when the
world around us is in the state in which we find it?”

I invite you to pick up your bulletin and turn to the page where today’s Letter to the Hebrews is found.  Some
churches have Bibles in every pew, and the preacher just might call the congregation to turn to this or that
passage.

There are a few Bibles in our pews but we provide the four Scripture readings in the bulletin each Sunday of the
year.  I strongly encourage each of us to take the bulletin home and read and mediate on the four passages we
have heard this morning.

For now, please, turn to the Letter to the Hebrews.  I invite you to read silently with me the first four sentences
which contain a unique definition of faith.

“Faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.  Indeed, by faith, our ancestors
received approval.  By faith, we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is
seen was made from things that are not visible.  By faith, Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a
place that he was to receive as an inheritance, and he set out not knowing where he was going.”

Abram “set out not knowing where he was going.”  The first apostles and disciples surely must not have known
where they were going after being called to follow Jesus.  We know that they did follow.  I wonder about behind
the scenes conversations between the disciples about what on earth they had gotten themselves into!

Today we are reminded that Jesus essentially told his disciples and tells us to be prepared for whatever comes
down the pike!  Even as his followers, we are not immune from life’s disappointments, trials and suffering while
remaining prepared for what is to come.

Jesus uses strong language that he, the Son of Man, will return.  Something altogether new will unfold.  So be
faithful, even in the face of doubt.  Realize that the love of God in Jesus is real and that Jesus is with us and will
always be with us no matter what.

On the night of his apprehension before his crucifixion, Jesus cried out to his Father to remove the cup that was
ahead of him.  Was he afraid?  Would you or I be afraid knowing we were to experience crucifixion on a cross?

We know that Jesus remained faithful and is the example for us to remain faithful even in the face of doubt and
fear. So, I invite each of us to offer our doubts, worries and fears to the One who can and will carry them with us.

Jesus trusted and calls us to trust even in times of doubt, worry and fear. Here in this place, we are assured of the
faithfulness of God in Jesus through the sustaining love of the Holy Spirit.  That faithfulness will always and
forever be ours.  Amen.
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